
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PRO'I'EcriON AGENCY UGIONm 
1658 Arell Street Plilladelpllla, PeaaylvuJa 19103-2029 

CERIJlJED MAH. 
RETURN BECEIFI' REQUESTED 

Mr. Maurice Lawruk 
Chairman, Board of Directors Altoona City Authority 
122 Greenwood Road 
Altoona, PA 16602-7114 

Mr~ Mark Perry 
General Mauager 
Altoona City Authority 
122 Greenwood Road 
Altoona, PA 16602-7114 

Re: Notice of Proposed Assessment of a Civil Penalty EPA Doeket N01r cwA..OJ-2010-9288 A cwA-§=20lCJ-!l93 
Dear Messrs. Lawruk and Perry: 

Enclosed please find two documents captioned" Administrative Penalty Complaint and 
Notice of OpJJortunity to Request a Hearing" ("Complaintsj iSsued to Altoona City Autbority 
("~, UDder the authority of section 309(g) of the Clean Water Act ("CW A" or "Act"), 
33 U.S.C. Section 1319(g). The Complaints allege that Respondent bas violated Section 301(a) 
of the Act, and provisions of its CWA NPDES permit Nos. PA 0027014 (for Respondent's 
Easterly WWTP) and PA 0027022 (for Respondent's Westerly WWTP). The Complaints 
propose the assessment of a penalty in the amount of $27,000 for violations associated with the 
Easterly P~ and $27,000 for violations associated with the Westerly Permit The violations 
alleged by the Director, Water Protection Division, United States EnviromnentaJ Protection 
Agency, ("Complainant" or "EPA") are specifically set out in Section m ·of each Complaint · These actions are an important part of EPA's Chesapeake Bay Compliauce Strategy to 
protect and·impiove the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay watershed because RespOndent's 
wastewater treatment plants discharge to saeams that are part of the Bay watershed. As required 

· by EPA regulations, EPA will be making the public aware oft.best; enforcement actions and other 
similar cases being taken at this time by EPA. 

Unless Respondent elects to resolve the proceedings as set forth in the Complaints, an · 
Answer to each Complaint must be filed within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Complaints in 
accordance with the "Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing (he Administrative Assessment of 
Civil Penalties, Issuance of Compliance or Co"ective Action Orders, and the Revocation, 
Termination or Suspension of Permits, "40 C.P.R. Part 22, a copy of which i.s enclosed. Each 
Answer must respond specifically to each of the allegations in each Complaint Failure to 



respond to these Complaints and Notices with specific answers within the thirty (30) days will constitute an admission of the allegations made. Failure to Answer may result in the entry of a Default Order imposing the proposed penalties without further proceedings. 

Respondent has the right to request a hearing to contest any matter set forth in each . Complaint. ·Such request must be included with your Answer to each Complaint. Whether or not you request a hearing, you may request an informal settlement conf~ to discuss resolution of each case. A request for a settlement conference may be included in each Answer or you may con~ the attorney assigned to this case: · 

Douglas Frankenthaler 
Assistant Regional Counsel (3RC20) 
U.S. Environmental ~on Agency, Region ill 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 
215-814-2472 

Please note that requesting a settlement conference does not affect in any way the obligation to. file an Answer within thirty (30) days. · 

Finally, to help you determine ~Respondent is a "small business" under the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act ("SBREF A"), enclosed is a copy of the SBREFA Fact Sheet. This Fact Sheet provides information on contacting the SBREF A Ombudsman to. comment on federal enforcement and compliaDce activities and also provides· information on compliance assistance. As noted in the Fact Sheet, any decision to participate in such a program or to seek compliance assistance does not relieve you of your obligation to respond in a timely manner to an EPA request or other enforcement action, create any new rights or defenses under law and will not affect EPA's decision to pursue this enforcement action. To preserve your legal rights, you must comply with all the rules governing the administrative enforeement process. The Ombudsman and fairness boards do not participate in the resolution ofEP A's enforcement actions. 
· 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~,.;._(j~-
M. Capacasa, Director 

ater Protection Division 


